elegance and vivacity of the originals. We may, however, indicate to our readers what they will find by referring themselves to these volumes, and can assure them that the various scenes therein depicted by the ever-active writer are endowed with a life-like energy that at once transports us to the scene of action, mingles us with the throng of events, forcibly impresses the imagination, and conveys a more accurate idea of the manners of the epoch than volume upon volume of history written for the express purpose could impart.
Guy And when we contemplate the corrupt condition of the ecclesias-I tics, the profligacy of the higher ranks, and the miseries, oppressions, and exactions to which the masses of the people were subjected, as abundantly set forth in these letters, we can well excuse the strong expressions of this indignant exposer of abuses, which, allowed to continue and accumulate for another century, at last gave rise to the terrible revolutionary tempest that shook Europe to its very centre. To this part of his letters, however, we can only direct the attention of those of our readers desirous of studying the facts of history rather than the opinions of historians, as containing for them a rich fund of information.
The student of literary history will also derive much gratification in the perusal of these volumes from the very numerous and often valuable bibliographical notices they contain. 
